18                            INDIA  OF  MY  DREAMS

No country in the world today shows any but patronizing
regard for the weak....Western democracy, as it func-
tions today, is diluted Nazism or Fascism. At best it
is merely a cloak to hide the Nazi and the Fascist tenden-
cies of imperialism....India is  trying   to   evolve   true
democracy,   i.e.   without   violence. Our   weapons   are
those of satyagraha expressed through  the  charkha, the
village industries, removal of untouchability, communal
harmony,   prohibition,   and   non-violent    organization
of labour as in Ahmedabad. These mean  mass  effort
and mass education. We have big agencies for conduct-
ing these activities. They are purely voluntary, and their
only sanction is service of the lowliest.
Harijan, 18-5-'4O

A born democrat is a born disciplinarian.  Demo-
cracy comes naturally to him who is habituated normally
to yield willing obedience to all laws, human or divine,.,.
Let those   who   are   ambitious   to   serve   democracy
qualify themselves by satisfying first this acid test   of
democracy. Moreover,   a  democrat  must    be    utterly
selfless. He must think and dream not in terms of self
or party but only of democracy. Only then   does   he
acquire  the    right   of   civil    disobedience....   I   value
individual freedom but you must not forget that man
is essentially a social being. He has risen to his present
status (by learning to adjust his individualism   to   the
requirements   of   social   progress. Unrestricted   indivi-
dualism is the law of the beast of the jungle. We have
to learn to strike the mean between individual freedom
and social restraint. Willing submission to social restraint
for the sake of the   wellbeing   of  the   whole   society,
enriches both the individual and the society of which
one is a member.

Harijan, 27-5-'39